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of many sizes and forms, including community foundations, small and
large private foundations, national donor advised fund sponsors, and
university-related foundations.

Mr. Chaney also regularly advises a wide variety of operating nonprofits on their governance, tax compliance, and

transactional needs. Clients have included community economic development and affordable housing organizations,

colleges and universities, charter school management organizations, public education and advocacy organizations,
performing arts organizations, industry associations, and many more. A sampling of special matters he has
managed include:

• Successfully contesting a proposed adverse determination by the IRS and obtaining tax exemption for a
charter school management organization, which helped changed the IRS position on such entities;

• Serving as outside general counsel to an ongoing joint venture of the leading national organizations in
neighborhood stabilization;

• Advising two national private foundations in a joint educational technology venture that later spun off into a
stand-alone charity;

• Helping two of the nation’s premier nonprofit affordable housing organizations form a strategic alliance
through a corporate and tax reorganization; and,

• Serving as 501(c)(3) tax-counsel to a public charity affordable housing organization in the development of a

multi-tiered affordable housing investment structure that attracted more than $100 million in philanthropic and
private social investment.

Mr. Chaney speaks, writes, and teaches frequently on the law of nonprofit and tax-exempt organizations. Among
other engagements, he has presented recently at Georgetown University Law Center CLE’s Representing and

Managing Tax-Exempt Organizations and at the University of Texas School of Law CLE’s Nonprofit Organizations

Institute. He recently served as an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the UNC School of Law, where he taught the Law
of Nonprofit Organizations.

Prior to attending law school, Mr. Chaney worked for ten years in the nonprofit sector, serving as a program
director, executive director, board member, and board chair with a number of tax-exempt organizations.

Mr. Chaney lives with his wife, Mandy Hitchcock, and their children in Carrboro, and enjoys photography in his
spare time.

Professional Activities
Board Certified Specialist in Real Property Law - Business, Commercial and Industrial Transactions by the North Carolina State Board of Legal Specialization
North Carolina State Bar, Board of Legal Specialization Specialist in Real Property Law subcommittee, past Chair
North Carolina Bar Association, Real Property Section, past Council Member
University of North Carolina School of Law Alumni Association, Region Representative
Associate Adjunct Professor of Law, University of North Carolina School of Law (real property practice course, 1996)
Triangle CREW (Commercial Real Estate Women), past member of the Board of Directors
International Council of Shopping Centers

Community and Civic Activities
East Chapel Hill Rotary Club, past member of the Board of Directors
SECU Family House, Board of Directors

Awards and Publications
Woodward/White, Inc., The Best Lawyers in America, real estate, 2007-2017
Business North Carolina, Legal Elite, Hall of Fame, real estate since 2015
Business North Carolina, Legal Elite, real estate, 2010-2011, 2014-2017
North Carolina Super Lawyers, commercial real estate, 2009-2017; Top 50 Women, 2015
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated

