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Doris Bray’s practice concentrates in the business and transactional 
areas. She advises clients in establishing their businesses, including 
assisting clients in determining the most advantageous financial and 
organizational structure for their business, and preparing all necessary 
documentation. She is knowledgeable about setting up corporations, 
limited liability companies, and partnerships. She is also experienced in 
negotiations and documentation of business operational matters, such as 
executive compensation plans and arrangements, equity compensation 
plans, purchase and sales agreements for goods and services, and 
negotiation of various types of loan and credit agreements and facilities.

Over the years, Ms. Bray has represented both buyers and sellers in 
hundreds of business acquisitions – through mergers, stock acquisitions 
and sales and purchases of business assets in both taxable and tax-free 
transactions. Such transactions have involved both strategic and financial 
buyers and sellers of businesses.

Ms. Bray is an experienced securities lawyer, having acted as legal 
counsel in connection with public offerings and private placements of both 
equity and debt securities. She has represented public companies in 
connection with their compliance obligations under the federal securities 
laws.

Ms. Bray has represented numbers of clients, including buyers, sellers and 
management, in leveraged buyouts, private equity and venture capital 
investments.

Ms. Bray served for 20 years as a member, and as vice chair and chair, of 
the North Carolina General Statutes Commission, a state commission 
charged with monitoring and updating the statutory laws of North Carolina. 
She also served on the drafting committees for the rewrites of the North 
Carolina Business Corporation Act and the North Carolina Nonprofit 
Corporation Act.

Practice Areas
Securities Regulation

Mergers and Acquisitions

Corporate Governance

Venture Capital

General Corporate

Education
Lake Erie College, A.B.,  
summa cum laude, 1959

Yale University, M.A.,  
1960 Woodrow Wilson Fellow

University of North Carolina, J.D., with  
high honors, 1966 Order of the Coif  
Editor-in-Chief, North Carolina Law  
Review

Bar Admissions
North Carolina

Professional Activities
Law Clerk to the Honorable J. Spencer Bell, United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 1966-1967

North Carolina General Statutes Commission (past Chair and Vice Chair)

North Carolina General Statutes Commission Drafting Committees for Business Corporation Act and Nonprofit Corporation Act

North Carolina Bar Association, Board of Governors, 1977-1980

North Carolina Bar Association, Business Law Section, past Chair Greensboro Bar Association, President, 1990-1991

Fellow, American Bar Foundation



Awards and Publications
Order of the Long Leaf Pine

Woodward/White, Inc., The Best Lawyers in America, Greensboro Securities/Capital Markets Law “Lawyer of the Year”, 2016

Woodward/White, Inc., The Best Lawyers in America, 1989-2017

Business North Carolina, Legal Elite Hall of Fame, business law since 2004

Business North Carolina, Legal Elite, business law, 2002-2017

North Carolina Super Lawyers, business/corporate law, 2007- 2014

Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated


